Living Hope – Equipping Track


The Nature of God

“’To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?’ says the Holy One. Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” Isaiah 40:25-26

Introduction

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1). God has always been alive, and he always will be. There is no place in all of creation where he is not present; he fills the universe! This is the true and living God; there is no other (Isaiah 44:6).

To attempt to understand God is an awesome task. Our understanding will always be strictly limited – we are finite and he is infinite. Yet we can know many things about God because he has revealed them. At the same time, there will always be mysteries hidden in God, things he doesn’t reveal, things he doesn’t explain to us. There will always be great unexplored heights and depths, always more glory to be discovered.

The purpose of this limited study is to help us begin to understand God better, and so love him more. In seeking to understand him, we gain more understanding of ourselves and of our place and significance in his universe. In turn, this can help us live a more purposeful and fulfilling life here and now.

God Exists!

A detailed discussion of the reasons why we believe God exists is beyond the scope of this study. Yet, it is useful to have some idea of the evidence that is often used to show people that God does exist.

Here are 3 key point:

· Creation itself: Its wonder, its orderliness (e.g. natural laws without which science would be impossible), its perfection and its balance.

· Life: The wonder and complexity and inter-dependence of even the simplest living things.

· The Bible: God tells us he exists, and he tells us why he made us and how he means life to be lived.

God’s Qualities

Over the years people have found it helpful to separate God’s qualities into two parts: the qualities that belong to God alone (his unique qualities), and the qualities he shares with us (his personal qualities). However, it is important to understand that these qualities all blend together in God in perfect unity and balance – he is not sometimes loving and other times a strict judge; he is both at the same time, now and always. All his qualities belong to him all the time.

God’s Unique Qualities

God is Self-Existent (Independent)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “Who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8). When Moses asked God what name he should call him by, he simply said, “I AM WHO I AM.” (Exodus 3:13-14). He has life within himself that depends on nothing else and on no one else to sustain it (see John 5:26). He doesn’t need us for anything; he is completely independent (see Acts 17:24-25). We, on the other hand, are completely dependent on him! (Psalm 104:27-29).

God is Eternal

“…from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (Psalm 90:2). God has always existed. And he will always exist. Time is his creation and he is not limited by it. God is present in every moment of eternity, just as we are present in only one precise moment; every moment is “now” for him! (see Luke 20:37-38). 

Write out the following scripture that explains God’s perspective on time:

	2 Peter 3:8
	     

	     

	     


God is Present Everywhere (Omnipresent)

“…The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you…” (1 Kings 8:27). In the same way that God is present in all of time, he is also present in all of space – in heaven, on earth and everywhere else too! There is nowhere we can go to escape his presence, not even hell! (Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm 139:7-10). The presence of God can be glorious (2 Corinthians 3:17-18) or it can be terrifying (Hebrews 10:30-31). Most of the time we may have no special awareness of his presence, but he is always there!

God is All Knowing (Omniscient)

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (Hebrews 4:13). God knows everything! (1 John 3:20). He knows everything that exists and all that happens, throughout all eternity! Nothing surprises him. He knows all that will happen and all that could have happened but will not happen (e.g. Matthew 11:21). His knowledge is beyond our imagination! (Psalm 139:1-6)

God is All Wise

God is all wise. He is described as “the only wise God” (Romans 16:27). By his wisdom he created the world (Jeremiah 10:12). Wisdom and power belong to him (Job 12:13 & 9:4). It is he who gives wisdom to men (Proverbs 2:6; 1 Kings 3:28). Wisdom could be described as the ability to understand what should be done in any given situation; knowledge alone, without this understanding, is useless. Wayne Grudem puts it like this: “…he always chooses the best possible goals and the best possible means to meet those goals.” (Christian Beliefs, page 27).

During difficult times in our lives it is tempting to believe that God has somehow got it wrong, or that things are out of control. But this is never the case. It is only that God’s ways are often beyond our understanding (Isaiah 55:8-9), and he does not always explain them to us – he doesn’t have to! (See Romans 9:20-21).

Question: If God is ‘all wise’ and also the very definition of goodness, why do you think we, as humans, find it so difficult to trust him when we face difficult times in our lives? How could you encourage a fellow Christian in their time of testing and doubt?

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


God is All Powerful (Omnipotent)

God is all powerful; nothing is too hard for him to do (Jeremiah 32:17, 27). He is truly ‘God Almighty’! (Genesis 17:1). He revealed his power to Job who said, “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.” (Job 42:2). Even Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king and ruler of ancient Babylon, discovered that it is God  who rules over all (see Daniel 4:34-35). And Jesus declared boldly that, “all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27). However, other aspects of God’s character and nature restrict the things he will actually do. For example, he will never lie (Titus 1:2).

God is Unchanging

“I the Lord do not change.” (Malachi 3:6; see also James 1:17). We continually change as we grow and develop throughout our lives, but God never does. He is already mature, fully developed and perfect! And he always has been! Because he does not change, we experience him as utterly reliable and dependable. His nature and character remain perfect forever. However, his consistency does not prevent us from genuine interaction with him. For example, what we ask for in prayer and the way we pray can make a very real difference to how he answers us! But he will always act in a way that is true to his own character and nature.

God is Lord of All

“The Lord works out everything for his own ends – even the wicked for a day of disaster.” (Proverbs 16:4; see also Proverbs 21:30-31). God’s will is the ultimate reason for everything that happens. It is by God’s will that everything was created (Revelation 4:11). He establishes governments (Romans 13:1), allows suffering (1 Peter 3:17) and controls the destiny of everyone! (Proverbs 16:9). Even life’s smallest details are subject to his will! (Matthew 10:29-31). And, perhaps obviously, all the details surrounding the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, (including his suffering), were decided beforehand by God (see Acts 2:22-23; & 4:27-28).

If everything is ultimately controlled by God’s will, then we must face up to this important question: If God is in control, does he cause evil suffering and pain? We will look at this issue in more depth in the next module (E7.4 Creation).

God is Spirit

God is spirit (John 4:24). He has no physical form and no physical limitations. We can become one with him, and we can worship him in spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17; John 4:24). He is also invisible (Colossians 1:15). No one can see him; yet one day “we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).

God’s Personal Qualities

God is Holy and Perfect

God is holy (Leviticus 19:2). This means he separates himself from all sin and evil, that is, he separates himself from everything that resists and opposes him. God makes his own nature and character the absolute standard of what is good and right. We can begin to share in his holiness by separating ourselves from sin, and endeavouring to please God in the way we live.

Perfection means “…God fully possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any quality that would be desirable for him.” (Christian Beliefs, page 34 – see Matthew 5:48). Again, we can strive towards being more perfect, more like him, although we will never fully reach perfection in this life (see Philippians 3:12).

God is Righteous and Just

God is righteous and just (see Deuteronomy 32:4; 24). He always does what is right. His own moral character is the final standard of what is right. Because he is righteous, he requires us to be righteous too.

And his justice means he will always treat us fairly – we will get what we deserve! This can be a scary thought if, like me, you are not perfect. However, Jesus has already paid the penalty for our sins; God’s justice is satisfied, and he will never condemn those who have trusted in Christ.

God is Truthful

God is the God of truth (Psalm 31:5; also Isaiah 45:19; Numbers 23:19). He always speaks the truth, he rejoices in the truth (1 Corinthians 13:6), and he himself is the final standard of all truth; he is the truth! (John 14:6, 9). And he sends us his Spirit, the ‘Spirit of truth,’ to guide us into all truth (John16:13).

God is Good

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures for ever.” (Psalm 118:1, 29). “No one is good – except God alone” (Luke 18:19). God’s character and what he approves is the final standard of what is good. The idea of goodness ties together two important aspects of his character – holiness and love. God’s holiness means he delights in everything that is good and he hates evil. His love means he always seeks to do good to others. And he expects his people to do good also (e.g. Romans 12:21).

God is Love

God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). He continually gives of himself for the good of others. His love is eternal; before the beginning of creation the Father, Son and Holy Spirit lived in perfect mutual love (see John 17:24 & 14:31). Human love is often limited to those we consider worthy – the beautiful and deserving. God loves both worthy and unworthy alike: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). The character of God’s love is wonderfully described in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a. And because we are loved, we can, and must, love others (1 John 4:7-12).

God is Merciful, Gracious and Kind

God is merciful, gracious and kind. Mercy means he does not always judge us even though we deserve it; grace means he treats us with positive kindness and goodness even though we don’t deserve it. God’s kindness means he treats us well. All these three reach their greatest height in God’s free gift of salvation for sinners (Ephesians 2:1-9). God’s mercy, grace and kindness operate together when he rescues his enemies and turns them into his friends!

God is Patient

God is patient. He is not in a rush to get things done as we often are. Everything will take place in its proper time. And his patience at the present time will lead to more people being saved for all eternity! (See 2 Peter 3:9, 15).

God is Gentle and Compassionate

God is gentle and compassionate. He knows we are weak in our natural make up, and when appropriate he treats us gently, like a loving parent (see Psalm 103:13-14; Isaiah 40:11). Jesus confirms to us this characteristic of God (see Matthew 11:28-30).

Question: We all sin (even those who wish they didn’t!) Can we hide or escape from God? How do you think he feels about our moral failures? How do you feel when you fail? What is the wrong way for us to respond to God when we fail? What is the right way?

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


God is Joyful

God is joyful. He has joy within himself, and we can share in his joy (see Nehemiah 8:10 & John 15:11).

God is Faithful

God is faithful (Deuteronomy 32:4). He will never let us down. He will always be consistent. Even if our faith fails, he will remain faithful (2Timothy 2:11-13).

God is Jealous

“Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” (Exodus 34:14; see also Psalm 78:58). Ordinarily, jealousy is thought of as bad. It describes an unhealthy and destructive desire to have something that rightly belongs to someone else (e.g. possessions, appearance, character or abilities). But jealousy can also refer to an intense desire to protect or hold on to something that is very precious. For example, we sometimes speak of a jealously guarded secret, or a man may jealously seek to protect his wife from the attentions of other men. The apostle Paul was jealous for the Corinthian Christians – he wanted them to trust in Christ, and Christ alone (2 Corinthians 11:2). This is God’s jealousy – he continually seeks to protect his own honour. He alone is God, and he will never allow another to take his place or even share his glory; it belongs to him and him alone! (See Isaiah 42:8 & 44:6).

God’s Anger

God’s anger or wrath is directed against sin (Romans 1:18). He intensely hates all sin and evil (that is, everything that resists and opposes his own character and nature). He is the very definition of what is good, and his anger is his righteous response to evil. In contrast, our anger is more often an emotional response towards something we don’t like, and often it causes us to lose control. The Bible is clear, “…man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” (James 1:20). Although God has emotions too, (we know he is something like us because we are made in his image), he always acts under perfect control (e.g. self-control is one aspect of the fruit of his Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23). His anger then is not some knee-jerk reaction, but the permanent attitude of a holy God towards sin – in the end he will destroy sin and all who refuse to turn away from it. For unrepentant sinners it is truly “…a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”! (Hebrews 10:26-31; John 3:36). However, we who trust in Christ have been rescued from the coming wrath, for Jesus has paid the full price for our sins (1 Thessalonians 1:10; Romans 5:9; Hebrews 9:28).

Conclusion

In this study we have seen just a brief glimpse of God in all his glory. Each of the following studies in this section will add a little more to our understanding of God and of his dealings with mankind.

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”

Isaiah 6:3
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